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Brazilian & American Youth Cultural Exchange

Welcome to the Tenth BRAYCE Newsletter She will be responsible for assisting in the recruit-
By the end of 2010, BRAYCE will successfully ~ ment and preparation of Brazilian students as well
have facilitated 19 cultural youth exchanges be- as supervising American interns working in the poor
tween Brazil and the United States. In Brazil, with-communities of Rio and Paraty. In Chester, we are
out exception, young people have returned to theidelighted to welcome Susan Wright on board as part
communities to shine as role models for their peergjme program coordinator. She plays a vital role in
encouraging them to attend school regularly and Samba Rio, accounting functions, and many other
stay away from the dead end of drug trafficking andspects of the dap-day activities of the organiza-
organized crime. Total immersion into life in im-  tion, which are greatly appreciated. Hats off and
poverished communities where socially excluded heartfelt thanks to our friend Marlene Buchanan
residents fight to survive every day in a world of who has volunteered her skills and expertise as a
violence, juvenile sexual exploitation and crime  grant writer. We are so grateful for this support. In
provide American students with a sobering per- Rio, BRAYCE interns will now start working in the
spective of life in another culture as well as devel-1BISS Braz de Pina Project located in the favela of
oping a commitment to social responsibility. We ar€inco Bocas (Five Mouths). The coordinator for
thrilled to announce that Marlies van Exter, formerthis project is Zinha who is developing a workplace
assistant to Dr. Nanko van Buuren, of IBISS, has for the arts as well as providing opportunities for
joined BRAYCE as program coordinator in Brazil. young people to learn how to play musical instru-
ments and have fun participating in a band.

Brazilian and American Youth embarking on the 2010 BRAYCE Cultural Exchange

Edvilson Netowill participate in Leadership Training, Level I, at Camp

Hazen this summer. He has volunteered at BRAYCE partner Casa Azul for
the past three years, working with the Paraty International Literary Festival
(FLIP) as well as with the junior component of the festival (FLIPINHA). This

is a yeatround literacy program for younger children promoting reading and
appreciation of local cultural heritage. Already committed to volunteering in
civic projects, we are confident that Edvilson will take increasing responsibil-
ity in Paraty and become an inspirational role model for his peers and a young
leader in his community.

Lucia Presa-Pothier is majoring in Latin American
Studies and Sociology at Wesleyan University, in Mid-

dletown. She is fluent in Portuguese and committed to
using her skills to make an impact on young lives. As
an intern with Casa Azul in Paraty, Lucia will be able
to parlay her passion for mentoring and teaching chil-
dren in the FLIPINHA program, as well as with FLIP.

Mary Liz Van Nes has great experience teaching chil
dren in both Brazil and the United States and is flue
in Portuguese. She will also intern for Casa Azul in

Paraty where her responsibilities will include teaching
younger children in the FLIPINHA program and work-

ing in FLIP. A resident of Magrthat
Liz will be graduating from Occidental College in Cali- 4
fornia in June.

For additional information or to
make a donation

We await information about a sixth intern candidate.

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thirghtmat eve
Margaret Mead



BRAYCE
Making a difference, changing lives,
one person at a time

Pauline Batistawill represent Brazil along with counselors from 22 different countries at
Camp Hazen this summer. She is completing high school in Paraty and applying for univer-
sity where she plans to study journalism and international relations. Apart from extensive
English teaching in the Paraty school system, Pauline has been working with Edvilson Neto
preparing him for his Camp Hazen leadership training experience, assisting with the passport
and visa process and coaching him in English. The Batista family will be hosting the two
American BRAYCE recruits this summer and we are deeply grateful to them for their hospi-
tality.

Thank you Dell, Monica, Tharcylla and Hugo.

With her interest and experience in education and commitment to social jus
tice, Susan Beatyis a great candidate to intern in the IBISS project of Braz de
Pina in the favela of Cinco Bocas (Five Mouths). The residents here are so-
cially excluded and denied access to public services. Susan has outstanding
recommendations from Brown University faculty and mentors not only for he
academic achievements but also for acknowledgment of her passion for wo
ersd rights and other humanitarian

Cia Danca e Arte Paratgaid tribute to BRAYCE by presenting a fabulous evening o
dance. It was a beautiful and polished performance showcasing 15 groups of youn
dancers. Former psychologist, Eduardo Fares, founded and continues to inspire th
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awardwinning troupe.

Revelers having fun at Samba Rio 2010

SAVE THE DATE
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Party
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razilian

and food!
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